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Join us for our annual Walk for Epilepsy & Family Picnic  

 

 Please consider joining with us this year by forming your own team to join you at the Walk for Epilepsy.  

This is a great way to celebrate the life of your loved one with epilepsy or to honor the memory of someone 

you know that lived with epilepsy.  You can create your own webpage very easily by going to our Walk site 

and registering. Visit www.WalkForEpilepsy/kintera.org.   Weôll be happy to help you if you need 

assistance.  You can add a photo and your own story of living with epilepsy, and then send it out to your email 

list to get supporters and recruit team members.   We need you!  Come join in the fun! 

 

Walk for Epilepsy HonoreeðMrs. Joan Schreck 
 

In honor of the 35th anniversary of the Epilepsy Foundation of Western Ohio 

 1974ð2009 we have chosen to honor our Founder, Mrs. Joan Schreck 
 (pronounced Joanne).   
 

Many of you know Joan and her husband Bill, have seen them at our events,  

or heard her story.  She is the courageous founder of the EFWO.  She had  

epilepsy at a time when people with epilepsy were still being placed in institutions 

and there was a law on the books that prevented people with epilepsy from  

getting married.  As a child she wasnôt told why she was taking medication and  

It wasnôt until she was an adult, living on her own that she found out she had epilepsy.  

 

Thankfully, weôve come a long way from those days, and we owe many thanks to Joan for being brave enough 

to reach out and start talking to other people with epilepsy.  She, along with several other families started 

holding meetings for people with seizures, and their families.    We owe a debt of gratitude to Joan for starting 

an agency that has provided important services and programs for the past thirty-five years.   Please join Joan at 

the Walk and help to support these important programs and keep them available as we brave this challenging 

financial landscape.  We need your help to ensure that EFWO is here another 35 years! 

.   



 

              BANZEL (RUFINAMIDE) NEW ADD -ON TREATMENT  

Banzel (rufinamide), an add-on therapy to treat seizures associated with Lennox-Gastaut syndrome (LGS) in children 4 years and older 

and adults, is now available in 200-mg and 400-mg tablets by medical prescription. 

The FDA approved Banzel, a triazole derivative that is structurally unrelated to currently marketed antiepileptic drugs (AEDs), in 

November 2008. Banzel is believed to exert its effect by regulating the activity of sodium channels in the brain, which carry excessive 

electrical charges that may cause seizures. 

A double-blind, placebo-controlled pivotal study of LGS patients treated with Banzel as adjunctive therapy showed a 42.5 percent 

median reduction in frequency of drop attacks, seizures that cause a person to lose consciousness and fall to the ground, compared with a 

1.4 percent median increase for placebo-treated patients. 

LGS is one of the most severe forms of childhood epilepsy and characterized by multiple and frequent seizures. Children usually 

experience the onset of LGS between the ages of 1 and 5 years old. LGS accounts for 1 to 4 percent of all childhood epilepsy cases; 

approximately 300,000 children under the age of 14 in the U.S. have epilepsy. The condition is difficult to treat, with patients often 

taking multiple AEDs in attempts to control seizures. 

 
  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donate Your Used Vehicle to the Epilepsy Foundation 
 

Are you thinking of selling or trading in your car, boat, or RV?  Why not donate it instead?                                  

By donating your car you can earn a charitable tax deduction and  you help make a difference  

in the lives of people with epilepsy.  Please make sure you tell them you are donating to  

The Epilepsy Foundation of Western Ohio.  For information, call (877) 332-2777.  

 

 

The Epilepsy Foundation of America World Points Platinum MasterCard Credit Card 
 

Every time you make a purchase, The Epilepsy Foundation will receive a contribution-at no extra cost to you!  

Points earned on purchases can be redeemed for car rentals, hotels stays in the US,  redeemed for  

brand-name merchandise or gifts cards.  Accepted everywhere that MasterCard is accepted.  Call EFWO for an 

application at (937) 233-2500. 

 HELP SUPPORT EPILEPSY SERVICES 

Thanks to Liberty Savings Bankôs commitment to the communities it serves and to charities, they have created a unique program called 

Bank for a Cause.  When you open a  checking account and meet the criteria of the program, Liberty will donate 1% of the debit card 

signature-based purchases to the Epilepsy Foundation Western Ohio for each month.   As it becomes more and more difficult 

for non profit agencies to raise the necessary money to maintain programs, this type of program becomes more 

valuable.  You can  learn more about Bank for a Cause by visiting www.bankforacause.com.  Please consider opening an account 

today and as you purchase groceries, clothing, gasoline or make any other purchases, youôll be helping EFWO!     

EFWO Harley Davidson Raffle!   
Ever want to own your own Harley but didnôt want to pay the full price? Now is your chance!  

Buy a raffle ticket and you may be the proud owner of this 2009 XL1200C Sportster.  Itôs has 

beautiful custom colors of Black Ice and Blue Ice (purple/blue).  Tickets are $20 each and 

only 1,400 will be sold.  We hope to draw the winning ticket by mid June.  Check out the 

color photos on Facebook although you still canôt see the real beauty of it.     

Call the office for tickets! 937-233-2500 or mail $20 to EFWO and weôll send you a ticket. 



TAKE A LOOK AT OUR GROUPS!  

 

 

 
 

 
ñNo Labelsò Youth Group   4th Tuesday of every month from 6:00 pm -7:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent  Information Group    4th Tuesday of every month from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 
 

This group meets at the same  time that the ñNo Labelsò Youth Group meets so that parents donôt have to go home 

and come back to pick up their children. We will talk about topics such as the different types of seizures, first aid 

for seizures, problems in school, how to request help for your child in school, relieving stress, and other pertinent 

topics parents are interested in discussing. This group is lead by Betty Cornwell, part-time community educator, 

who has been an advocate for disabled children in the Miami Valley for 18 years and is a mother of two grown 

children with epilepsy.  
 

Young Adult Group   3rd Tuesday of every month from 6:00 pm -7:30 pm  

 

 

 

 

 

Men & Epilepsy Group:   1st Thursday of every month from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 
 

Men with epilepsy share their experiences, learn new resources, discuss issues of importance to all men, and make 

new friends.  The group is led by Eric McLellan P.C.C.  Eric is a professional counselor and has a sister with 

epilepsy.  New members are always welcome.   

 

Adult Socialization Group    3rd Thursday of every month from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

This group is for adults with intractable seizures who enjoy getting together and socializing. Some of the activities 

planned for this year include, flower pot decoupage in April, a picnic and tour at Deedôs Carillon Park in May, 

attendance at the Dragonôs Baseball Game in June, and other seasonal activities. 

Come and join in the fun and friendship! 

With the addition of new part-time staff, we have been able to revamp and re-launch some of our 

groups.  Take a look below and see what we have for you!  All groups meet in the Epilepsy Foundation 

office located in Huber Heights.  

Ages 12-18 meet to learn about seizures while having fun and making new 

friends! This group will offer an opportunity to spend time with others who 

understand what it's like to live with seizures. We'll decide together what type 

of fun activities we'd like to participate in month to month and we'll learn to 

give back to our community as well. This group is led by Katie Russell, part 

time advocate who is also living with a seizure disorder. 

Young adults, ages 19-27, living with seizures are starting to gain their 

independence, enter college, find jobs, live on their own, date and form serious 

relationships, and manage their own lives. For some, if their seizures are 

uncontrolled, it can be a very disappointing and challenging time. This group 

will offer time to share information and resources, celebrate successes, discuss 

frustrations, and talk about living life with a seizure disorder. Young adults will 

enjoy this group that is led by Katie Russell.   



                                                                                      

 

 

 

 
 

  A Training for School Nurses 
Saturday, April 25, 2009 

9:00 amð12:30 pm 

 

If you have a child in the local school systems, please ask your principal to make sure your school nurse attends 

this important annual training session.  They will not only learn about epilepsy/seizures but they will also go 

home with professional resources that they can use to train other school personnel and students, including the 

latest training DVD.   

 

The training offers 3.2 Continuing education credits for nursing.  All training materials were created in 

partnership by the Epilepsy Foundation affiliate network with the  National Association of School Nurses and The 

Epilepsy Foundation of America.    To register please send contact information along with a check for $10.00 to 

EFWO, 7523 Brandt Pike, Huber Heights, OH 45424.   

 
ñThis training is made possible through a grant from the Centerôs for Disease 

Control and Prevention (Grant # U58/CCU322072).  Its contents are solely 

the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views  

of the CDC.ò 

 

What is Pfizerôs Epilepsy 

 Scholarship Award? 

 

A 1-year $3,000 scholarship 

honoring 25 outstanding students 

who have: 

Overcome the challenges of 

epilepsy 

Been successful in school 

Done well in activities outside 

the classroom or in the 

community 

Shown a desire to make the 

most out of college or 

graduate school 

Who Can Apply? 

 

 

You may apply for Pfizerôs 

Epilepsy Scholarship Award if 

you are: 

1. Under a doctorôs care for 

epilepsy 

2. In school as: 

A high school senior who has 

applied to college 

A freshman, sophomore, or 

junior in college 

A college senior who has 

applied to graduate school 

How to Apply:  

 

 

Ask your doctor or 

guidance counselor for an 

application. 

Download the application 

from www.epilepsy-

scholarship.com. 

 

Submit all of your 

materials via mail by the 

      May 1, 2009 deadline 


